Certain Scaſonable REFLECTIONS upon 
the BI LL for Railing the Penalty of 500 / 


Humbly Offered to the Conſideration of the Parliament. 


Act of Oblivion? and his moſt Gracious Intentions of proteCting all his Subjects 
that are willing ro ſwear Allegiance to his Royal Perſon ; who came hither to 
ſave, and not to deſtroy whole Families ? 


: W =: it is not inconſiſtent with his Majeſty's Recommendation of a Genera 


Luarez, Whether ſuch a Calamity would not be too general and univerſal to conſiſt with the true 
Interelt of the Kingdom at this juncture of time, whilſt we are in fear of the late King in 
Ireland, and the whole Power of France; for I hear that many Thouſand Proteſtant Fami- 
lies, their Wives and Children, will be ruined by the Paſſing of this Bill ? 


Whether ſuch a Law be not unequal. in it ſelf, and alſo with relation to other Offences ? 

- Unequal in it ſelf, becauſe it doth not diftinguiſh Lo an:mo : Some were moved by Am- 
bition, Revenge and Intereſt ; others by Principles of Obedience, Conſcience and Fear : 
ſome deſigned nothing bur Miſchief, and others ventured their own Fortunes to protect 
their caſhiered Friends from Perſecution ; nay, there were ſome (though you will not eaſily 
believe it) that purpoſely neglected the Oaths, that they might with more freedom aſſiſt 
his preſent Majeſty at his firſt Landing, which they did accordingly. 

Unequal in relation to other Offences, which are many in number, and of a higher na- 
ture ; and you will not make a Law for to ſave your own Purſes, which ſhall be like a 
Cobweb, Catch the leſſer Flies, and let the greater eſcape : It ſeems more equal, that a 
Catalogue of all Offences ſhould be made, and every Offender, within each reſpective 
Offence, Fined according to your diſcretion, and the heinoutneſs of the Offence ; and the 
rather, for that it is a Quzre : 


Huzre 4. Whether this Offence be not more ſafe by the Law, than any of the other great Offences ? 
And whether this Bill hath not a Retroſpect, and ſeems to be in nature of a Bill of Attain- 
der, that Condemns Men without any other Law to Convict them beſides it ſelf ? 

For, firſt, all Men that had particular Diſpenſations in their Patents ( as all Juſtices of 
Peace had, and many others ) I may plead the Judgment in Sir Edward Hale's Cale at Weſt- 
minſter-Hall ; which Judgment is good till it be Reverſed, and protects all thoſe that relied 
upon it. If that Judgment be Erroneous, let it be Reverſed, and then all Men have a 
fair warning ; if it were corruptly obtained, then let the Judges ſutter, and nor the poor 
ignorant Proteſtants in the Countrey. In the Caſe of the Ship-Money, all thoſe that pro- 
mored the ſame, and readily ſubmitted to ir, and ſolicited others to the like Complyance, 
were Cenſured in Parliament as guilty of betraying the Rights of the People, and the 
Priviledges of Parliament, and yet the Judgment of the Judges in Weſtmin/ter-Hall pro- 
rected them from the leaſt puniſhment whatſoever. In the next place, the lare King's 
General Pardon, though poſſibly it may not be pleaded in Bar to a particular Impeach- 
ment of a great Miniſter of State, which is grounded upon a particular Reafon of Law ; 
yet it will be good in Law for all others that are not Impeached ; and many Thouſands 
have been diſcharged upon that Pardon already ; ſo that Pardon being allowed good, as 
ir muſt be in Law, many never acted fince that time ; others that did, had time till laſt 
Term, and by conſequence till this, had not the Old Oaths been Abrogated , and being 
now willing to take the New Oaths within the time preſcribed , inſtead therefore humbly 
hope for equal benefit. 


Huere 5. Whether this Bill be Conliſtent with the Honour of the Government at this day, ſince it 
_ overturns the former Proceedings of the ſame Parliament ; and it even contradicts the 
Judgment of every Member of the Houſe of Commons, moſt of the Lords of the Upper 
Houle, all the Privy Counſellors, and, with Reverence be it ſpoken, of his Majeſty him- 

ſelf; for I humbly conceive, that they were all concerned in making or allowing of the 

lace Commillions for the Land-Tax, and the new Commillions of the Peace, and you 

will find almoſt in every County ſome or other within this Act, which are thought wor- 

thy to ſerve one day, and muſt be unworthy the next. Then conſider the Reafon of rhe 

Anger againſt theſe Men , which is, becauſe ſuch perſons are ſuppoſed to be Conſenting 

for taking off the Teſt and Penal Laws ; Bur this Implication cannot be ſtronger than an 

expreſs conſent by Subſcription, and then you will nd ſome of them in all the erence 
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Offices of the Kingdom ; Look into the Treaſury ; look into the Commiſſions of the 
Cuſtoms ; the Exciſe ; the King's Council ; the new Serjeants ; even the Privy Counſel- 
lors themſelves ; Nay you may alſo find them very numerous in both the Houſes of Lords 
and Commons, and it would doe well firſt to pull rhe Beam out of our own Eyes before we 
ſee the Mote in our Brothers. Theſe things are no ſecrets , but, on the contrary, being 
common diſcourſe, it is hoped that no perſon will accuſe the Author of parrtiality or re- 
fletion on the Government ; for I'll aſſure you, an impartial ſentence upon all Ottenders 
is the great aim of this Paper, both for the Honour and Intereſt of the Government ; and 
T ſpeak the truth more boldly, becauſe it is generally reported that his Majeſty's natural 
inclinations are againſt the Paſſing of this Bill ; The happy influences whereof will make 
Thouſands of poor Proteſtants, who are heartily ſorry tor their paſt Offences, and now 
wiſh well to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, both pray anc fight for che preſervation of his 
Sacred Perſon. | 

I ſhall nor preſume to make a Lure, Whether this Bill will conſiſt with his Majeſty's 
Alliances abroad , becauſe it is out of my prefent purpoſe, which is onely to make ſome 
Modeſt Inquiries into the Conſequences of this Bill in relation to Proteſtants. 


©1zre6, Whether this Bill will not be an Occaſion of calling the Legality of chis Parliament in 

: queſtion before the Judges in Weftminſter-Hall ? for though, no doubr, all true Proteſtants 

will readily agree to all Taxes for the publick good, when they ſee that even you your 

ſelvesure comprehended, and ſo grounded upon an equal baſis and foundation ; Yet the 

Law of Self-preſervation, and even Neceſliry, will force them to try che urmoſt means, 

rather than ſubmic co ſo much ſeverity, and even the utter ruine of chemſelves and fami- 

' ties, And if in ſuch a Caſe the Judges, when they come upon cheir Oaths in a Judicial 

manner, upon Argument of Council cannot reconct'e their Judgments in Law, to the In- | | 

rereſt of the Nation, what ſad and diſinal Conſequences may this produce ? And no man | £ 


can be ſure that this will not happen, ſince ir is a notorious Crime for any to examine, or 
for the Judges to deliver their Opinions before hand. 


Sucre 7. Whether this Bill will Raiſe ſuch a ſudden ſupply as is required, and thereby anſwer the 

end for which it is deſigned ; for thoſe thar are able will either croſs the Sea, or at leaſt 

| croſs the Water, and live in the King's Bench for one Six Months, if not more, expecting Kh 
the lie of this Campaign, rather than comply with ſo much ſeverity ; And thoſe poor 
Proteſtants that are not able ( as I hear moft of them are not) will doe more ſervice in 
Plowing and Tilling the Ground, than in a County-Goal. As to thoſe that have Eſtates, 
( which few have except the Roman Catholicks ) rhey are generally envolved in{o man 

Commiſſions, as Sherifts, Juſtices of Peace, Commiſſions of Sewers, and che like, that cheir 
Income will qor raiſe the ſeveral Penalties under four or five Years, and all that rime their 
Wives ah] Thidren muſt ſtarve Be'weve me, ſuch an Univerſal clamour will create Pity, 
and Pity, Love; and where the Sufferer obtains one, che Puniſher muſt expect its con- 


trary : Ihe People of Ez3/4z4 are greedy of a particular Revenge, but abominate an 
univerſal Calamity. 
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